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Mastery of Nyaya facilitates real understanding of any other system
of knowledge But it is not easy to understand Nyaya especially for the
neophytes. They need books which would be short, sirmple and accurate.
Writing such books is not easy. Many efforls have been done in the
past. Nyaycarya Visanath Dhital has made a fresh attemptin his work
Balavyutpattih. He is largely successful in fulfilling the criteria set forth
above. What needs to be especially mentioned is the noveity of
presentation. At the bottom of each page there is a famous adage which
will be imprinted in the memory of young learner of this book even without
their knowing it. These are guiding sign posts for the learners to build a
worthy life. The selection of these adages and choice of pages where
they are reproduced also speak of careful thinking on the part of the
author. This is especially true about the first two and the last one. This
part of the content is not directly connected to Nyaya or the learning of
it. However, its inclusion brings extra benefit to the young learners who
need to grow as worthy members of the human race.

So far as the actual content of it is concerned, the book collects in
different sections definitions of major iiems or technical things and words
discussed in the Nyaya-visesika literature on the one hand and similarities
and dissimilarities of broad kinds of entities (padartha-s) on the other.
These sections are followed are followed by explanations of the definitions
and points of similarities and dissimilarities enumerated earlier. This
arrangement will enable the beginning students to easily memorize many
of the major doctrines of Nyay-Vaiseika theory of knowledge
(pramanapariccheda) and ontology (prameyapariccheda). This book will
be found very useful also by senior scholars of other systems of
knowledge- indigenous or foreign-who want to begin learning Nyaya and
acquaint them with it from the scratch.

| amvsatisfied with the plan of the book and its quality. i am sure that
it will eminently serve the purpose for which it has been written. | pray to
God that He grants Visvanath long active life so that he can serve the

cause of such a great system of knowledge - a great achievement of
Indian culture-as Nyaya with love and dedication.

P.K. Mukhopadhyay
Formerly Professor of Philosophy
at Jadavpur University and Visiting
Professor at Faculty SVDV of BHU.
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