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INTRODUCTION.

The following pagas which are now for the first
time presented to the scholarly world embody the:
first chapter of the learned and original treatise
dealing with the topics of Nyaya. The book is
named as Nyiya-Kaustubha. It is written on the
lines of the greatest of the Navya-Nyaya works-
Tattva-Cintamant of the well-known Maithila Scholar
Upadhyaya Gangeca or Gangecvara of the 13th century
A. . The book 1is divided into four -chapters,
according to the number of Pramanas generally
accepted by the Naiyayikas, of which the first
chapter is Pratyaksa-Kaustubha. Here too the
author follows the subdivisions of the Tattvacintamani
very closely. For the sake of comparision I give below
the subdivisions of both the books:—

Tattvacintamani | Nyiyakaustubha
ATSAT f ATHAZT
ITRITETI A ED CH
IHISHTY qHIAIZ
e faaig FANAARATIT
afFFaaE TAFRENTTT
qETEATT adlaE
RITAANHAIAG | anIEar
TAFATT - S AT
CRATETTNT | mE@ttrrEtaEIag
qASWEAA1T f fafazeasarn
G CRE IR EICY - afTFrFA
AfaweTFRAT SHOEA T

HiaFssIFAT faggag
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There appears to be some apparvent difference in
the above but if, closely seen, the difference will not
remain, The author himself saysthat he has written
this Pratyaksa-Kaustubha after having repeatedly gone
through the Pratyaksa section of the Tattvacintamani
along with the commentaries of Aloka and Didhiti
of Micra Paksadhara and Raghunitha respectively.

Although the Nyayakaustubha is written in the
modern period yet it does not indulge much into the
technical style of writing which is the special feature
of the works of Navya--Nyaya, Here all the topics in
this book are elucidated in a clear and simpler language.
It appears that the author has concentrated his attention
more on the thought than on the exprossion and he
has been all along conscious noainst the hair-splitting
distinctions and subtleties of the Navya-Nyiya.
language, I am not altogether Dlind to the
purpose served by this sort of writing but what [ mean
is that during this period it is the hair-splitting
style of writing which has engrossed the attention of
the scholars at the cost of the subject matter of the
system itself. Students of Nyiya and Vaicesika, are
not aware of the entire work of Gautama and Kanida
and have fixed their attention on the commentaries
of the single Sttra of Gauntama -‘ﬂmﬁlgmﬁmmﬂwﬁt:
agrqria. They do not know what is the aim of
Nyaya and Vaicesika as philosophical systems of
Indian thought. They are lost in the ‘FA=ITwAr-
aErTal’ only.

Not only the position of Nyiya has been very
clearly expressed in this book but also that of
other schools, such as Mimamsi, Buddhists and
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Vyikarana, so that even a non- Mimimsa and a
non—Buddhist student can very easily understand
their arguments, The author has not only given
the vicws of Nyaya and Mimamsi in general
but has very carefully pointed out the minute
differences between the various subschools of these
systems, For instancs, he points out the minute
differences of the aata School as dsgr, asgaTr and
sifaadtan: likewise Jarfasn and daRarfawn; A
and qzaapTa:: gtfafasi, fatEwmgafaa:, and ifa-
fasrogmfaat szan; vz, angafaa: and wzgafaa
azqr and so on, In this way, the author has given
the views of the schools in detail and has shown
a clear development of thought amongst the schools
themselves. This shows the all-round scholarship
of the author.

Regarding the author of the work I give below
At present Perbatim ot litteratim, what my teacher
Pandita Gopinatha Kavirija, M, A., the general editor
of the Series in which the book is published, has
sald*,

“The most prominent student of Nyiya--Vai¢ estka
philosophy at Benares towards the end of the 17th
centnry was a Deccani Brahmana, by name Mahideva,
of the Punatimakara family,

He had been a pupil of Cri-kantha Diksita and
on his death succceded him as one of the leading
Panditas of the city. But the chief title to his place
in the histor y of the literature consists in his successtul

* Vlde q‘uaswcm Bhfnmm Series Vol \II pp-
7 8--81
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attempt at rescuing Bhavananda’s works from the
unmerited obloquy into which they had fallen, by
subjecting them to a critical analysis and bringing
out their read worth,

Mahideva was the son of Mukunda, himself a
learned man, being the master of the six systems
of recognised orthodox philsophy, ( qz\m@aﬁqﬁaaq)
He was a devotee of Civa, and like his tutor Crikantha,
of the Goddess Siddhecvari”

" Mahadeva’s time is known for certain, Among mss.

for his own use dates ranging from Samvat 1727—=
1670 A. p. to Samvat 1753==1696 , p, have been
found. On this basis Pandita Kavirij places him in
the second half of the 17th cen, a. b,

His own works are:

A, Commentaries on
a) Bhavananda’s

i, DIDHITIGUDHARTHAPRAKACIKA which
is also known as BHAVANANDIPRAKA(CA of
which a reference is made in the Nyayakaustubha,
Pratyaksa, pp. 243. This book was intended to
defend Bhavananda--Siddhantavigics, one of the
ablest representatives of the Nadia School of
thought, from the attacks of the Bengali panditas
to which he had been exposed¥,

ii. DIDHITIGUDHARTHAPRAKACIKA which
13 otherwise known as SARVOPAKARINT.

* aaeisa faggraanimamnat (7) gar afd: (7) eRedtieardn
ggFaTfaa FemTwrages AN ARy aw: 0 Beginning  of

the BBhavanandiprakaca,



“Both these are commentuaries on one and the
same work, one a big and the other a short one,
Mahideva himself states in the beginning of the
SARVOPAKARINI that he wrote two distinet
commentaries on the BHAVANANDI, of which
one, being overlaid with technical minute, was
iutended for the critical students of philosophy,
while the other was to serve for the beginner
as a general introduction to the subject”,

b) Laugiksi--Bhaskara's

Padarthaprakica,
B. a) Nyiyakaustubha,
b) Igvaravada.
¢) Navyanumitiparimarcayoh Karya-Karapabhava-
vicara.
d) Sadrgyavada,

Here is the geneaological table of Mahadeva’s
family which has been secured through the courtesy of
Pandita Mukunda Giastrin of Benaves, a descendant of
the author:

* 3) Towards the close of the SARVOPAKARINI

Mahadeva calls the PRAKA_QA and the KAUSTU-
BHA his twoe sons and the SARVOPAKARINT his

daughter, begotten by his spiritual wife BUDDHI:

THETAFICGT GATACAATGIRTRONG |
sfgacraTaBtRFaT AETRAT FArEaa |

b) waTARdiwraeg faeaat deat @ar
Ha: GTa: 39 SUTEAT QATTHETROT, I
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Nilukaptha Pant

l
Balo Pant
;'H'm."l?; |

Timaji or Tryambaka Pant

Ananta Pant, author of a) Vyangya-
rtha-Kaumudi, com-
posed in 1646 a, b,
b) Commentary on
Rasamaijari, compo-
sed in 1653; aud
a Prose version of

i

Mudraraksasa.
Mukunda Pant, author of Satpadya-
| Muktavali.

o
MAHADEVA PANT, author of Nyaya-
| | kaustubha ete,
(ambhu Pant

l

Ganeca Pant Govinda Pant
|

Somanitha Paut. He acquired lands in 1730

(Jaka=1808 4, b,

I
Mukunda Pant
|
l ;
Gangadhara Mahadeva
l

Ganeca

Vigvanatha, Sakharama
» {
|

Mukunda, Gangadhara, Govinda, Gopinatha, and
Damodara.
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As for the present cdition, I would like to add that
the single Ms.from which the edition is prepared does
not appcar to be a very old one. It belongs to the
Government Sauskrit College, l.ibrary, Benares. The
Ms. originally belonged to one Govinda Pandita most
likely a distant relation of Mahadeva himself, whose
name is written on the Ms. The Ms, is almost correct.

Thinking it altogether risky to edit such a big
work with the help of a single Ms,, howevar correct it
may be apparently, I was always in search of other
Mass; but unfortunately, I could not get any. However,
I took the responsibility upon my shoulders with the
hope that the mistakes will be pointed out and
corrected by the orthodox panditas while teaching the
book to their pupils and the book will appear in quite
correct form in its future edition, When the book
was about to finish I came to know of a complete
Ms, of it with Pandita Jagadisha Jha, a Naiyayika,
the son of one of the greatest of the Naiyayikas of
this century, Papdita Dharnnadatta Jha alias Bacca
Jha of Navaui, Darbhanga., Through the usual
kindness of my teacher, Dr. Ganganatha Jha, Vice-

chancellor, the University of Allahabad, I could secure
this Ms. Although the Ms, did not help me much

while editing yet I utilised it as Ms. No. @ to certain
extant. It helped me much while preparing the
gifgas, which itself could not have been so thoroughly
done without the help of a friend of mine Naiyayika

Shashinatha Jha of Ranti, Darbhanga. I am very
grateful to him also.

The University, )
Allahabad. > UMESHA MISHRA,
September, 4, 1930,
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